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Current Mask and Face Covering Policy for Town of Cheshire Municipal Buildings 
 

 (Updated Data as of 10/21/2021) 
 
The Town of Cheshire has been closely monitoring local COVID-19 data to determine appropriate protocols 
in response to changing estimated levels of community spread of the disease in our town.  Previously, on 
August 9, 2021, due to rising positivity rate and case number reports, the Town Manager instituted an indoor 
mask and face-covering requirement regardless of vaccinated status in Town of Cheshire municipal facilities.  
As detailed further below, local metrics have significantly improved and therefore, as of Monday, October 
4, 2021, the following mask and face-covering policy will now be in effect: 
 
 
MASKS 

Executive Order 13A grants municipal governments the authority to establish their own rules 
governing the use of masks or face coverings in their communities, subject to medical exceptions.  
Therefore, the following requirements for Town of Cheshire operated municipal buildings and 
facilities will be in place for as long as local community spread metrics remain low. 
 
Outdoors 
• Masks are not required, but social distancing is still recommended. 
 
Indoors   
• Masks and face coverings will continue to be welcomed in all Town buildings and facilities for 

those who wish to use them. 
 
• Vaccinated employees are not required to wear masks with the exception of direct interactions 

with the public (i.e. service counters, Senior Services transportation, face-to-face meetings, etc).  
However, masks will remain required in public areas inside the Library, Yellow House, Youth 
Center and Artsplace buildings due to the significant portion of individuals under the age of 12 
who visit these facilities and who are not presently eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.  
These facilities should expect to follow mask-wearing guidelines that remain applicable to the 
Cheshire Public Schools. 

 
• Unvaccinated employees and public officials are required to continue to wear masks at all times 

except when working in separate personal work spaces (i.e. cubicles with walls, private offices, 
etc.). 

 
Public Visitors   
Vaccinated visitors are not required to wear face coverings in Town buildings, with the exception of 
the Library, Yellow House, Youth Center and Artsplace due to the significant number of patrons 
under the age of 12 who visit these facilities and are not presently eligible to receive a COVID-19 
vaccination.  Masks are also required for all patrons utilizing public transportation such as Senior 
Center Minibuses.  Per the Governor’s Executive Order 13A, unvaccinated visitors to all Town 
buildings will be required to wear face coverings when indoors at all times.  Staff is not responsible 
or expected to enforce this requirement by asking for proof of vaccinated status. 

 



Community Spread Metrics 
 
The Town of Cheshire has been using two primary metrics to determine whether masks will be required 
indoors.  The first metric is an average daily rate of 10.0 or more new cases per 100,000 population by town, 
also known as the “Orange” or “Red” designation on the state map below.  Updated data is released by the 
State every Thursday afternoon, and as of October 21st, the Town of Cheshire was reported at 9.4 average 
daily cases per 100,000 population (“Yellow” level designation): 
 

 
Updated Data Available: https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker 
 
The second metric we have established is an estimated average Cheshire positivity rate of 2.0% or higher 
(daily positive tests over the past 7 reporting days as a percentage of all daily tests given locally).  This data 
is released every weekday from the CT Department of Public Health.  As of October 21, 2021, Cheshire’s 
estimated average positivity rate was 2.0% (42 positives out of 2,127 tests over 7 days) and the rolling 21-
day average of this reported metric (yellow line below) currently stands at 1.5%: 
 

 
 
We will continue to closely monitor these metrics and others along with guidance from public health experts.  
If we consistently increase back above these identified levels, we will likely revise protocols again. 


